
		
			
			  
    

			
		
			Skip to main navigation
			Skip to main content
								  
    
        

  
	
    
			
		

  
          
      	


  
  
  

        
      
  
      
  
            
        
	
		  	  
	  			    You're in the right place — MassLegalHelp has a new look!
We just relaunched MassLegalHelp with a brand-new look. Please let us know if we are missing an article, or if something doesn't work.


1164

		  	  

	
      

      
        
      
  
      
  
  

          
  





    


  



					  
    
        

	
      
                  
          

        
          	      	      	          English
        
            Español

          

    
  


      


  



					
						  
    
        

	
      
                  
    	
						  		
								
	  


        

	
      
                  
    	
	
	About	About Us
	How to Use this Site
	Contact Us


	Find a Lawyer
	Legal Topics	Domestic Abuse & Crime Victims
	Housing, Apartments & Shelter
	Money & Debt
	Children, Families & Divorce
	Public Benefits & SSI
	Employment & Unemployment
	Immigration
	Courts, Hearings & Language Rights
	Criminal Records (CORI) & Licenses
	Health & Disability Rights
	School





  


        

	
      
                  
      
	
  	      
        
                      Search
            
                  

        
          
          
        

      

			

  
    
      
        Search
      
    

  

  


  


					

					
	
			
			
							
													  
    


        

	
      
                  
          

  
		  
	  	
					        			            
    
      
        

	
      
                  
          
	
		Breadcrumb

			
															Home
													
	
															Legal Tactics
													
	
							Chapter 4: Kinds of Tenancies													


	

      


              

	
      
                  
    	
	
		
		

  
      
        		Print

      

    
	
  


        

	
      
                  
    	
	
		
		Share	
	
		
	

  


    

  


			        			      			        			            
    
      
        

	
      
                  
      

  
      
          Chapter 4: Kinds of Tenancies

      

    
  

        

	
      
                  
          

	
			
	
	Also in

					
													
																																												

			


      


        

	
      
                  
          

  
    
      Listen
      
    
  




      


              

	
    
          
      

  
      
        		Show Endnotes
      

    
  


    

  


			        			      			        			            
    
      
        

	
      
                  
                
        
          Legal Tactics        
      

                                                                                                                    
              	
        
          
            
          

          
						
  				

          Chapter 1: Before You Move In
        

              
	
        
          
            
          

          
						
  				

          Chapter 2: Tenant Screening
        

              
	
        
          
            
          

          
						
  				

          Chapter 3: Security Deposits and Last Month's Rent
        

              
	
        
          
            
          

          
						
  				

          Chapter 4: Kinds of Tenancies
        

                                	
        
          
            
          

          
						
  				

          What Kinds of Tenancies Are There
        

              
	
        
          
            
          

          
						
  				

          Tenants with Leases
        

              
	
        
          
            
          

          
						
  				

          Tenants at Will
        

              
	
        
          
            
          

          
						
  				

          Tenants at Sufferance
        

              
	
        
          
            
          

          
						
  				

          Tenancy by Regulation
        

              
	
        
          
            
          

          
						
  				

          Other Types of Non-Traditional Housing
        

              


  
              
	
        
          
            
          

          
						
  				

          Chapter 5: Rent
        

              
	
        
          
            
          

          
						
  				

          Chapter 6: Utilities
        

              
	
        
          
            
          

          
						
  				

          Chapter 7: Discrimination
        

              
	
        
          
            
          

          
						
  				

          Chapter 8: Getting Repairs Made
        

              
	
        
          
            
          

          
						
  				

          Chapter 9: Lead Poisoning
        

              
	
        
          
            
          

          
						
  				

          Chapter 10: Getting Organized
        

              
	
        
          
            
          

          
						
  				

          Chapter 11: Moving Out
        

              
	
        
          
            
          

          
						
  				

          Chapter 12: Evictions
        

              
	
        
          
            
          

          
						
  				

          Chapter 13:  When to Take Your Landlord to Court
        

              
	
        
          
            
          

          
						
  				

          Chapter 14: Using the Court System
        

              
	
        
          
            
          

          
						
  				

          Chapter 15: Rooming houses
        

              
	
        
          
            
          

          
						
  				

          Chapter 16: Mobile Homes
        

              
	
        
          
            
          

          
						
  				

          Chapter 17: Condominium Control
        

              
	
        
          
            
          

          
						
  				

          Chapter 18: Tenants and Foreclosure
        

              
	
        
          
            
          

          
						
  				

          Appendix
        

              


  


  


    

  


			        			      			        			            
    
      
        

	
      
                  
      
    
      
      
    
  

  

  
      By
Patty Whiting


  
  

  

      
    Reviewed

        
          

  
      Reviewed
May 2017



  
      

  

      
    Text

        
          

  
      
        		If you are a tenant in Massachusetts you have the right to a decent apartment. Under the law, landlords must keep the property they rent in good condition. See Getting Repairs Made for more about housing conditions.
You also have the right to live in your apartment until you decide to move out or a judge orders you to move out. The only legal way your landlord can make you move out is to file an eviction case (also called "summary process" and take you to court. See Evictions for more information about this process.
Your other rights and responsibilities depend on:
	The kind of tenancy you have, and
	The kind of housing you rent.

This chapter helps you figure out the tenancy you have. Other chapters explain your rights.
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